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63 CHURCH ROAD, CASTLEREAGH, BELFAST
General Information
Nursery Staff:

Teacher:      Mrs J. Black
Assistants:  Mrs J. Savage, Mrs B. Clarke
Nursery Hours:

Session 1- 8.30am- 11.00am
Session 2- 11.30am-2.00pm 

Monday to Friday during school terms

School Address: 63 Church Road, Castlereagh

Nursery telephone number: 028 90798161
School telephone number: 028 90401347

Introduction:
A very warm welcome to Lough View Integrated Nursery Unit. The nursery is a purpose built building situated in the grounds of the primary school. It has a bright, attractive playroom, quiet room, bathroom, kitchen, office and a secure outdoor play area, solely for the use of the nursery.

The nursery is an integral part of Lough View Integrated Primary School; therefore, we have full access to all the Primary school facilities including the assembly hall and equipment. We also liaise regularly with primary school staff who visit our room regularly to meet with the children.
We are a dual day nursery, which means we have 2 nursery sessions. 8.30-11.00 and 11.30-2.00pm. This means we can welcome 52 children every year into our fabulous nursery!
In Lough View we aim to:

· Provide a happy secure environment where each family is welcomed and supported.
· Provide a range of activities which strengthen and develop children’s learning experiences.
· Observe and assess each child to gauge their age and stage of development in order to cater for their individual needs.
· Provide an outdoor classroom for children to explore, discover and investigate their surroundings and environment.
· Develop children emotionally, socially, physically, intellectually and aesthetically through play.
· Provide equal opportunities for all children and their families
Play:     
Play is an important vehicle for children’s learning in the early years.  Through play children can experiment, explore and make sense of their world. We plan challenging activities and experiences to support, challenge and extend the children’s development through the following curricular areas.
The Arts, Language Development, Early mathematical Experiences, Personal, Social & Emotional development, Physical Development/Movement and 

The World Around Us.

Our experienced staff members, work throughout the sessions to motivate, support and encourage the children in their play. Their progress is continually observed, monitored and recorded to provide opportunities to challenge them further and extend their learning.
Support for all children and parents:

It is important for our staff to identify early any difficulties that a child may be experiencing. These difficulties could be related to speech and language, separation anxiety, toileting, socialisation or behaviour management to mention but a few.  
Many of these issues can be addressed by our nursery team through advice, support and the use of basic strategies. 

 Identification of some difficulties however, may result in the need to draw up individual plans to provide specific support for a child. These plans will ensure that that a child who is experiencing difficulty will receive targeted support which is evaluated regularly to monitor progress. 
From the earliest stages and throughout the year we will liaise with parents and endeavour to work together to fully meet the needs of any individual child. 
Promoting ‘Thinking skills and Personal Capabilities’:

We are passionate at Lough View Nursery about intertwining thinking skills into the fabric of our curriculum.  We believe that in order to involve children successfully as learners that they must be aware of themselves as ‘thinkers’. We therefore encourage our children to approach situations without fear or failure using their natural curiosity and exploration, motivating them to challenge their own findings and those of others. We provide opportunities for the children to verbalise their thoughts and ideas, building on their linguistic capabilities and display their work visually to promote a sense of achievement and value.     
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The core elements of thinking skills and personal capabilities are:

Self management
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Thinking, problem solving and decision making
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Managing information

[image: image8.jpg]


   [image: image9.jpg]



Working with others

[image: image10.jpg]


 [image: image11.jpg]


 [image: image12.jpg]



Being Creative
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Birthdays:                
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Everyone’s fourth birthday is a special event and so we provide a ‘special snack’ for the birthday boy/girl. We ask that you do not bring a cake or buns into nursery due to the risk of severe allergic reactions. We thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
Settling in:
The children are gradually phased in and this process has been designed to ensure that the children receive the attention they deserve on their first days in nursery. Please bear with us during this time and we can guarantee a class of happy, confident children. Your individual starting date will be posted to you before the end of June.
Nursery Fund:
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 £3.00 a week provides our snack each day. The nursery has a healthy eating policy and snacks include toast, bread, crackers, yoghurt, fruit and milk. This money is also used to buy essentials, cookery ingredients and pay for visitors to the nursery such as RSPB .  We would be very grateful if the yearly amount could be paid in full in September.
Sickness:
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In order to prevent infection spreading through the nursery we adopt a 24hr sickness rule- please allow 24hrs from any sickness before bringing your child back to nursery....even if they say they want to come! Unfortunately colds are inevitable in this environment but this rule ensures that unnecessary germs are contained. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter

Jewellery:
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For safety reasons, we would ask for no jewellery to be worn in nursery (including earrings) Thank you for your cooperation.

Clothes:[image: image20.wmf]         [image: image21.wmf]
Children should wear clothes in which they can play comfortably and safely. The Nursery uniform is a green or purple sweatshirt with the Nursery crest and grey jogging bottoms. School sweatshirts, coats and accessories can be purchased from ‘The signature works’.
www.thesignatureworks.co.uk
To encourage your child to be independent we prefer velcro trainers to be worn. 
 Please remember to name your child’s sweatshirts as they often get mixed up. Our nursery greatly values quality outdoor play. For this reason we would ask for your cooperation in always providing your child with a coat, as we aim to play outside as much as possible.
Home time:     
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Some children are picked up every day or some days by childminders or day nurseries. If this is the case, as part of our child protection policy, we ask you to fill out a form which informs us of ‘drop offs’ and ‘pick ups’. We also need to be aware of someone different picking your child up.

 Please try to collect your child from nursery on time; it can be distressing for a child to be left behind when the others have gone. If a day care facility is collecting your child, please make them aware of this also. 
Don’t forget before you go home to empty your tray and take coats home as we have 2 nursery sessions and belongings are likely to get mixed up if left behind!
Policies:
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It is the aim of our nursery to make all policies accessible to parents. As we have an environmental policy and are conscious of the need to conserve paper, instead of providing individual copies, one copy will be permanently on loan in our lending library. Please feel free to take it away and browse through them at your leisure. 

 If any parent would like their own copy, please ask and one will be made available to you.
*Child protection policies will be provided for everyone at the beginning of term.

The Nursery and Parents:
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The nursery has a policy of close co-operation with parents. This is achieved through flexible settling-in arrangements, consultations, workshops, information meetings and parents participating in the sessions.

We regard parents as partners and thus, parents are encouraged to come in to contribute at various times throughout the year. We also operate a book lending scheme which has been designed to extend home/school links and involve you as parents fully in your child’s learning.
You will receive a newsletter from the nursery at least once a month telling you about themes and topics we will be focussing on and also about any special events. We also hold informal parent interviews to inform you of your child’s progress and learn more about your child from you.
Please remember to watch the Parents’ notice board for all the latest news.
Classroom management:

In Cooperation with Parents, one of the things we share is our behaviour management plan. This plan visually expresses the level of expected behaviour, rewards and consequences within our room. 

The rules or ‘things that make us happy’ are well established at the beginning of the year, displayed in the nursery and reinforced termly. They are also ‘taught’ periodically during circle time or as situations arise. You will all receive a copy of our behaviour management plan at the beginning of the school year. We encourage parents to share our high expectations of the children’s behaviour and offer this plan as a useful tool for home life situations.
A Final Welcome:
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The nursery year is the first of eight years of schooling at Lough View Integrated Primary School. We would like you to enjoy it! If you have any comments, suggestions or even complaints, please do not hesitate in talking to us.

We wish you a warm welcome and look forward to a happy year in Lough View Integrated Nursery Unit.
Think
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